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Message from President Van Rompuy for Kobe University anniversary event

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good afternoon.

It is a great pleasure for me as a Doctor Honoris Causa of your university to deliver a message on the
occasion of its 110™ anniversary. It is no small feat, in this age of increasing competition in the world of
higher education.

In April 2010, on the occasion of my first visit to Japan as President of the European Council, | gave a
lecture at Kobe University titled 'A Changing European Union and a Changing Japan in a Changing
World'. The speech was intended to underscore how globalisation was making the world a smaller
place, and how geographically distant countries such as the European Union and Japan were finding
their destinies increasingly intertwined.

Against such a backdrop, it is only natural for us to strengthen our bilateral relations, and it was very
encouraging for me to see first-hand now, how active Kobe University has been in promoting academic
ties between the Union and Japan.

One very tangible sign of this dedication to Europe is the fact that Kobe University became in 2010 the
first Japanese university to open an office in Brussels. | understand that the university retains a strong
desire to further strengthen academic exchanges between the Union and Japan — something that |
strongly respect and very much welcome.

| look forward to seeing an even more accelerated pursuit of academic exchanges with European
universities and institutes under your leadership.

Thank you.
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