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University Hospital Institute for Promotion of Higher Education
(College of Liberal Arts and Sciences)

Kobe University Hospital began as Kobe Hospital which first 
opened its doors in 1869. In 1944, Kobe Hospital became 
known as the Prefectural Kobe Hospital, affiliated with the 
Prefectural Medical College. In 1967, it was renamed once 
again as Kobe University Hospital, becoming the affiliated 
hospital of Kobe University School of Medicine. In 1994, it 
became an advanced treatment facility, and an international 
Patient Center was established in October 2001 for the 
purpose of accepting international patients who wish to 
receive medical consultation and treatment. Since 2004, it has 
been operating as part of the National University 
Corporation and in 2007 it was designated a regional cancer 
treatment hospital. The inclusion of a heliport allows the 
hospital to function as a disaster-base hospital, supporting 
the local residents’ emergency care needs. Over time, it 
evolved into a national university hospital, consisting of 36 
clinical divisions with 934 beds. 

Our hospital has always been strongly rooted in the local 
community and has made it one of its missions to contribute 
to community medicine. Another vital mission as a training 
facility is the nurturing of good physicians who are rich in 
compassion and humanity, and to further its development as 
a leading Japanese and international center for 
state-of-the-art research and clinical care. 

The Institute for Promotion of Higher Education (IPHE) at Kobe 
University is responsible for all academic programs at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels and has the remit of fulfilling 
four university-wide educational goals, namely, the fostering of 1) 
humanity, 2) creativity, 3) internationality, and 4) expertise and 
competence in major fields.

The Committee for Promotion of Higher Education (CPHE) was 
established as the decision-body of the IPHE in 2010. CPHE has 
three sub-committees, namely, the Committee of Academic 
Affairs (CAA), the Committee on Academic Evaluation and Faculty 
Development (CAEFD), and the Educational Committee of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences (ECLASS). The CAA and ECLASS are responsible 
for managing the academic affairs of undergraduate and 
graduate education, whereas the CAEFD is responsible for 
assuring and improving academic quality and standards at Kobe 
University.

The IPHE was reorganized into the following four divisions in 2015: 
1) Headquarters for Promotion of Higher Education, 2) College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, 3) School of Languages and 
Communication, and 4) Research Institute for Higher Education. 
・The Headquarters for Promotion of Higher Education 

coordinates all academic programs for the 11 undergraduate 
colleges and 14 graduate schools. After our program of Project 

One of the primary principles of this hospital is 
patient-focused medical care. Physicians, nurses, and 
medical staff of various disciplines work together as a team 
to provide caring and highly advanced medicine to our 
patients. In addition, we attempt to keep our system easy for 
our patients to understand, to improve our patient services, 
and to fortify strategies to ensure medical safety. Moreover, 
we have attempted to update our facilities with the most 
recent equipment possible, in order that we can provide 
both the best possible personnel and facilities to enhance 
the quality of medical care. 

In April, 2014, new ward facilities in minimally invasive 
medicine (Department of Surgical Care, Cancer Center, 
Department of Endoscopic Medicine, Center for Perinatal 
Care, Center for Radiology and Radiation Oncology, 
Department of Diagnostic Pathology, etc.) became 
operational. 

Our goal is a Kobe University Hospital that boasts a 
world-class level of care, while maintaining an open ear to 
our patients. We, together with our entire staff hope to 
continue our efforts towards these objectives.

for Promotion of Global Human Resource Development was 
adopted by MEXT, the Committee for Promotion of Global 
Education was established in 2012 to implement projects aimed 
for fostering “global talents” who have a high degree of 
specialization, global viewpoints, and excellent communication 
skills, and can exert a “problem-finding style of leadership”.
・The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLASS), which was 

newly reorganized in 2015 and consists of 21 departments, is 
responsible for providing general education in the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences to all undergraduate students. 
・The School of Languages and Communication (SOLAC) is 

primarily responsible for developing and delivering innovative 
curricula and methodologies to support the university's foreign 
language courses. The School also provides language-related 
assistance to the wider university community, including the 
Language Hub room, CALL rooms, short-term study abroad 
programs, and the Kobe University Academic Language and 
Communication Support (KALCS) program. In addition, SOLAC 
plays an active role in conducting research and education at the 
postgraduate level in the fields of language, culture, and 
communication in the Graduate School of Intercultural Studies.
・The Research Institute for Higher Education is responsible for 

contributing to education at Kobe University through research 
and development of higher education.

In light of the educational goals expressed in Kobe University's 
Educational Charter – "education of the whole person," "education to 
promote originality," "education to promote international awareness," 
and "education to promote expertise" –six participating faculties in the 
humanities and social sciences will collaborate in a joint educational 
program aimed at producing "global talents," who possess a profound 
education, advanced expertise, global perspective, and outstanding 
communication skills, as well as the kind of leadership described above.

Supporting the Development 
of Global HRs Who Shape the Future 
of Our Economy/Society: Summary of the Plan
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