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@® Outline of the International Conference

he aim of this conference, titled “Manga Worlds”,
T is creating a platform where a variety of discourses
and theories on manga and anime cultures can meet for
an opportunity to deepen academic discussion. The
conference will encompass talks by world-renowned
scholars and professionals working not only in estab-
lished disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, aes-
thetics and Japanology but also within subculture, visual
culture and manga/ comics studies.

Today, the debate on the globalization of manga /
anime culture is increasing, as is the demand for aca-
demic research, such as Japanology. As part of this
trend, we often see the tendency to regard the phenom-
enon as an expansion of homogeneous subculture
derived from Japanese culture. But is this true? It seems
that what is really happening around the world might
be a multi-layered development of popular culture in
each region, a phenomenon called “glocalization”. We
need to reevaluate the assumptions concerning the rela-
tion between manga/anime culture and “Japanese-
ness”.

On the first and second day of the conference at Kobe
University, we will attempt to conduct a critical discus-

sion reconsidering the framework of “manga worlds”

which includes many kinds of research concerning
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