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Osaka University established overseas Centers for Education and Research in 
San Francisco (2004), Groningen (2005), Bangkok (2006) and Shanghai (2010)

■

 
83+  Inter-University Agreements

(Asia 36, Europe 31, North America 11….etc)
■

 
350+  Inter-Faculty Agreements

Expanding Academic Collaboration Expanding Academic Collaboration 
through Overseas Centersthrough Overseas Centers

(As of Oct. 2010)

© 2011 Office for International Planning and Programs, Osaka University



Osaka University Groningen Center Osaka University Groningen Center 
for Education and Research  for Education and Research  (since 2005)(since 2005)

Short Term Student Program 
(USA)

Osaka University Office 

Prof. Hirotsu, Executive Director

Opening Ceremony (Oct. 2005) at 
University of Groningen



■
 

To facilitate and support ongoing 
educational programs/initiatives

■
 

To provide information and support 
for prospective students

■
 

To provide training opportunities
for young researchers

■
 

To establish and maintain academic 
exchange agreements and MOUs

■
 

To help organizing collaborative networks
with European Higher Education  and 
Research Institutes

■
 

To organize seminars and symposiums
■

 
To function as  “Alumni Center”

Missions of Groningen Center Missions of Groningen Center 

Short Term Student Program 
(USA)



Educational Programs for Educational Programs for 
International Student Mobility International Student Mobility 

EnhancementEnhancement



Regular Exchange
OUSSEP
Maple
FrontierLab@OsakaU

Developing Educational Programs 
for international students (incoming) and for regular students (outgoing)

Graduate Programs (MS, Dr.)
-Biotechnology 
-Quantum Engineering
-Naval Architecture and Ocean Eng. 
-Engineering Science 
-Special Integrated Science
-International Physics 

Undergraduate Programs (BS)
-Human Sciences (Oct. 2011)
-Chemistry/Biology Combined Major

EM Master Program
 ICI-ECP

JSPS ITP

Short-term Programs for 
International Students

 

ShortShort--term Programs for term Programs for 
International StudentsInternational Students

Participation in Student 
Mobility Programs

 

Participation in Student Participation in Student 
Mobility ProgramsMobility Programs

Degree Programs in EnglishDegree Programs in EnglishDegree Programs in English

Developing Educational Developing Educational 
ProgramsPrograms



Liberal arts subjects, 
independent study 
opportunities in 
English for participants. 

Feel and 
touch cutting-

 edge 
technology at 
one of Osaka 
University’s 
world-

 leading 
laboratories.

Specially prepared 
exchange program for 
those who have a clear 
idea of their study goals 
in Japan.

Enhance your 
Japanese

 

skills 
and/or 
deepen your 
understanding 
of Japanese 
culture.

OUSSEPOUSSEP

MapleMapleFrontierLab@OsakaUFrontierLab@OsakaU

Regular ExchangeRegular Exchange

7

Short Term ProgramsShort Term Programs
for International Studentsfor International Students

Short term stay up to one year
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Invitation to ShortInvitation to Short--term Programterm Program

FrontierLab@OsakaUFrontierLab@OsakaU Launched October 2008 

■ Emphasizing hands-on laboratory research

■ Interactive and experimental learning

■ Close supervision by top scientists

■ In English or Japanese

■ Both Undergraduate and Graduate Level 
1-2 semesters for undergraduate students
3-12 months for graduate students

■ Quality Assurance based on the concept of ECTS

Fields of Research Opportunity include:

Graduate Schools of 
Science, Engineering, 
Engineering Science, 
Information Science and Technology, 
Frontier Biosciences. 

Research Institutions and Centers
© 2010 Office for International Planning and Programs, Osaka University

Mandatory Final Presentation  

Final Presentation Awards  
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Asia
79%

Europe
11%

Latin 
America

2%

Middle 
East
3%

North 
America

2%

Africa
2% Oceania

1%

Total
1,608

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTSINTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

(As of May 1, 2010)

Asia 1267
Europe 175
Middle East 46
Latin America 40

North America 36
Africa 30
Oceania 14
Total 1,608

EU Osaka U

OUSSEP 22
MAPLE    24
FrontierLab 22 including ICIECP 8
Regular  7

ICIECP      1
Regular    33

78＋

44+

SHORT TERMSHORT TERM 
Exchange StudentsExchange Students
Fiscal Year 2010



Participating Student Mobility Participating Student Mobility 
Programs in European CountriesPrograms in European Countries 

--Toward Multilateral Educational CollaborationToward Multilateral Educational Collaboration--



Erasmus Mundus SymposiumErasmus Mundus Symposium

3 Presenters from EU & 3 Panelists from Japanese Universities

Mr. Robert Wagenaar

 University of Groningen

Mr. Diego Sammaritano

 European Commission, Brussels 

Ms. Marie‐Helene Vareille

 Delegation of the European 

 Commission to Japan

"Erasmus Mundus‐
 

A New Strategy for Academic Exchange 
 between Japan and Europe" 

December 18th, 2007 at Nakanoshima Center, Osaka University

115 representatives from 24 universities and 6 institutes



ERASMUS MUNDUSERASMUS MUNDUS 
EurocultureEuroculture

• M.A. program of interdisciplinary European studies
• Groningen (chair), Uppsala, Cracow, Olomouc, Göttingen, 

 Deusto, Strasbourg, Udine
• Osaka as third country‐partner (since 2008)

5 course units related to modern Japan (2008)

‐Contemporary Japanese Culture   ‐Contemporary Japanese Thought
 ‐Modern Japanese Literature          ‐Contemporary Arts

 ‐Modern Japanese History

Osaka  →

 
Europe Europe → Osaka

student 4 10

staff 3 5

Academic Exchange (2008‐09)



ERASMUS MUNDUSERASMUS MUNDUS
MAPNET programme

‐Masters on Photonic NETworks Engineering (2010.8) ‐

http://mapnet.sssup.it/

The MAsters on Photonic NETworks 
 engineering (MAPNET) a full‐time, two‐

 year, international master course 
 programme offered by a consortium of 

 four universities and with the support of 
 five international enterprises acting as 

 associated members.



ERASMUS MUNDUSERASMUS MUNDUS

EMELE
Multiculturalism: Master degree in Learning and Teaching of 

 Spanish in
Multilingual and International Contexts

UNIVERSITY OF DEUSTO , Spain (Coordinating institution)
UNIVERSITY OF BARCELONA, Spain
POMPEU FABRA UNIVERSITY, Spain
FREE UNIVERSITY BERLIN, Germany
UNIVERSITY OF GRONINGEN, Netherlands
UNIVERSITY OF ICELAND, Iceland
UNIVERSITY OF STOCKHOLM, Sweden
OSAKA UNIVERSITY, Japan
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY, India
UNIVERSITY OF CAMPINAS, Brazil
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, United States
MOSCOW STATE LINGUISTIC UNIVERSITY, Russian Federation



ICI ECP   INTERFACESICI ECP   INTERFACES

Industrialized Countries Instrument Education Cooperation Program 
funded by European Union and Japanese Student Services Organization

(JASSO)

-The “INTERFACES” project is a collaboration between seven
universities of Europe and Japan. 

Groningen University                 Osaka University
Uppsala University                     Kyoto  University
Bochum University                     Tohoku University
Heidelberg University

-One Semester Abroad Program with credit transfer and with
no delay in graduation

-Covers the fields of natural sciences, pharmacy, informatics
and artificial intelligence. 



ICI ECP    IGM: Interdisciplinary GlobalICI ECP    IGM: Interdisciplinary Global 
Mechanical Engineering EducationMechanical Engineering Education

EU‐side:
Technical University of Delft (TU Delft)

Denmark Technical University (DTU)

Royal Institute of Technology (KTH)

Japan‐side:
Osaka University (OU)

University of Tokyo (UT)

Tokyo Institute of Technology (TT)

The purpose and scheme:
Innovative mechanical engineering such as mechatronics, biomechanics, 
manufacturing .
IGM project aims at enhancing mutual understanding the differences between 
European and Japanese approaches and cultures, and enhancing 
collaborations among partner universities in both education and research.
IGM project will primarily exchange students in MSc study phase for final thesis 
research work. It will send 15 students from one partner university and, as a 
whole, 45 students (in one way) in the project period.
IGM project provides exchange students with preparatory training seminars in 
culture, language, and technology. 



GU students from Appl. Phys.  at OU Festival 
(April 2010)

Hard training of presentation
according to their own subjects

Students Visits from Groningen University

GU students from Faculty of Arts(April 2010)
Last memorial seminar by Prof.T.Shiba

Students Exchange between Students Exchange between 
Osaka and Groningen UniversityOsaka and Groningen University

Guidance

Groningen University Short-Term-Visit Program for English Learning  
(Appetizer Program:  Improving oral English skills for Osaka University students
for their future long-term studies in abroad) Started from 2006 (August)



JAPANESEJAPANESE--GERMAN GRADUATE EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM  GERMAN GRADUATE EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM  

Joint Curricula Implemented
by Japanese-German Graduate Externship
Joint Curricula Implemented

by Japanese-German Graduate Externship

DFGDFG JSPSJSPS

Dispatch Doctoral Student and Faculty
Provide Research Guidance       Hold Joint Seminars

Dispatch Doctoral Student and Faculty
Provide Research Guidance       Hold Joint Seminars



Research Related ActivitiesResearch Related Activities 

--Toward Multilateral Research CollaborationToward Multilateral Research Collaboration--



The Osaka University ForumThe Osaka University Forum
 

was initiated by former President Dr. Kishimoto and 
is an annual symposium that brings together international science leaders to explore 
trends and specific areas of current research work. Sponsored by

 
Osaka University, 

the forum has been hosted at various famous academic venues around the world.

OSAKA UNIVERSITY FORUMOSAKA UNIVERSITY FORUM
Dissemination of Major Research AchievementsDissemination of Major Research Achievements

20022002 Life Science (Washington, D.C.)Life Science (Washington, D.C.)
20032003 Nano Science and Nano Technology (Munich)Nano Science and Nano Technology (Munich)

20042004
2004 2004 

Biologically Inspired Information Technology (Lausanne)Biologically Inspired Information Technology (Lausanne)
Les sciences humaines de l'interface: le Japon, dLes sciences humaines de l'interface: le Japon, d‘‘autresautres
visages (Strasbourg) visages (Strasbourg) 

20052005 Frontiers of Basic Science (Hanoi)Frontiers of Basic Science (Hanoi)
20062006 Frontier Biomedical Research and Beyond (San Diego)Frontier Biomedical Research and Beyond (San Diego)
20072007 Frontiers of Economics and its Applications (Groningen)Frontiers of Economics and its Applications (Groningen)

20082008 BioBio--Environmental Chemistry (San Francisco)Environmental Chemistry (San Francisco)

20092009 The 21The 21stst

 

Century Approach to Japanese Studies ProgrammesCentury Approach to Japanese Studies Programmes
in Southeast Asia  (Kuala Lumpur, in Southeast Asia  (Kuala Lumpur, November 2009November 2009))
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OSAKA UNIVERSITY FORUM 2010OSAKA UNIVERSITY FORUM 2010

Globalization and Conflict: 
Entanglement between Local and Cosmopolitan 

Orientations

Jointly Organized by 
Osaka University and University of 

Groningen

28th - 30th September 2010
University of Groningen, The Netherlands

21

Panels:
- Humanitarianism and Its Discontent: Global  

Discourse and Local Realities
- Globalization, Nation-State and Human-Security
- The Humanities, Art and Global Politics
- Local Conflict and Global Connections
- Gender Matters: The Politics of Nationalized War 

Memory



Inter-University Agreement with 
Heidelberg University (July, 2010)

Alliance with European UniversitiesAlliance with European Universities

Partnership with Groningen UniversityAsia
35

Europe
28

North 
America

11

Latin 
America

3

Oceania
3

Total
83

31

Osaka Univ. Inter-University Agreements
As of Oct.1, 2010

Growing number of partner universities 
in Europe



JapaneseJapanese--German University German University 
Presidents' Conference Presidents' Conference 

July 29July 29--30, 2010, at Heidelberg University 30, 2010, at Heidelberg University 

Kyoto

Osaka 

Tohoku

Heidelberg 

Gottingen 

KIT



Collaboration with Bielefeld Univ.Collaboration with Bielefeld Univ.

• Univ.‐to‐univ. exchange agreement established in 
 April 2010

• Close cooperation between:
– Global COE “Center of Human‐friendly Robotics Based on 

 Cognitive Neuroscience”,
 

Osaka Univ.

– COE “Cognitive Interaction Technology”, Bielefeld Univ.



BielefeldBielefeld--Osaka WorkshopOsaka Workshop 
@ Bielefeld Univ., Oct. 11@ Bielefeld Univ., Oct. 11--13, 201013, 2010

• Participation of 8 young profs. from each university

• Interdisciplinary
 

discussion
– Robotics, neuroscience, cognitive 

science, psychology, biology, etc.

• Planning of students exchange
– Preparation for JSPS‐DFG grant



Core institution：Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine
Chair  Person: Prof. Yoshiki Sawa,  Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine

Construction of cardiac tissue using integrated Construction of cardiac tissue using integrated 
gene, cell, and tissue engineering technology gene, cell, and tissue engineering technology 

and its application for the treatment of cardiac failureand its application for the treatment of cardiac failure

International 
Consortium
for Cardiac Tissue 
Engineering

Core‐to‐Core
Program

Hannover Medical Schooｌl

Clinical Trial
support

Cell Sheet
supply

JSPS

DFG FA Cell Seed 
Europe

Japan

Finnish
Red Cross

Univ. of HelsinkiMHH

Kyoto Univ.
iPS Cell Center
S. Yamanaka

Tokyo Womens Univ.
Advanced Life Science Institute

T. Okano
Cell Sheet Technology

iPS Cell Supply

Osaka Univ. 
Cell Seed. Ltd

EU Funding (FP7)

Univ. of Tampere
Kuopio Univ.
AIV Institute

Queen Mary Univ.London

Univ. of Rostock
Univ. of Heidelberg
Univ. of Düsserdorf



Historical Connection between Univ. of Historical Connection between Univ. of 
 Groningen and Osaka UniversityGroningen and Osaka University

Dr. Ermerins, Graduate of University of Groningen  stayed in Osaka from 
1870-1877

OGATA Ko-an
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Osaka University Osaka University 
Live Locally, Grow Globally

Thank you for your attention

On the occasion of the Opening of Kobe University Brussels Centre  
EU-Japan University Roundtable on March 4.2011

© 2011 Office for International Planning and Programs, Osaka University
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