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(Purpose)

Article 1 The purpose of these Rules is to provide for the necessary matters pertaining to the Kobe University
Graduate School of Science, Technology and Innovation (hereinafter referred to as "Graduate School™) in
accordance with the Rules of the National University Corporation Kobe University (established on April 1, 2004)
and the Kobe University General Rules for Students (established on April 1, 2004; hereinafter referred to as
"General Rules").

(Programs)

Article 2 The program of the Graduate School shall be a doctoral program.

2 The doctoral program shall be divided into a two-year first-stage program (hereinafter referred to as the "First-
Stage Program") and a three-year second-stage program (hereinafter referred to as the "Second-Stage Program'),
and the First-Stage Program shall be treated as a master's program.

(Departments and Divisions)
Article 3 The departments, divisions, and educational and research fields established in the Graduate School are as
listed in Appended Table 1.

(Education and Research Purposes of the Graduate School)

Article 4 The Graduate School shall conduct education and research for the purpose of creating innovation, covering
not only basic and applied research in advanced science and technology but also technological development
through to commercialization.

2 The human resource development purposes for the First-Stage Program and the Second-Stage Program shall be as
follows:

(1) First-Stage Program
To cultivate human resources who have a deep understanding of advanced science and technology and can
design commercialization processes for academic research outcomes.
(2) Second-Stage Program
To cultivate human resources who can achieve science and technology breakthroughs in advanced science
and technology fields, design innovation ideas independently, and build strategies that lead to concrete
innovation.

(Dean of the Graduate School)
Article 5 The Graduate School shall have a Dean.
2 The Dean of the Graduate School shall oversee matters concerning the Graduate School.



(Associate Dean of the Graduate School)

Article 6 The Graduate School shall have two Associate Deans.

2 The Associate Deans shall assist the Dean with his or her duties.

3 Necessary matters concerning the selection of Associate Deans shall be prescribed by the Dean of the Graduate
School after deliberation by the Faculty Council of the Kobe University Graduate School of Science, Technology
and Innovation (hereinafter referred to as "Faculty Council™).

(Qualification for Admission to First-Stage Program)

Article 7 A person is qualified for admission to a First-Stage Program of the Graduate School when falling under
any of the following items:

(1) A person who has graduated from a university;

(2) A person who has been awarded a bachelor's degree pursuant to the provisions of Article 104, paragraph 7 of
the School Education Law (Law No. 26 of 1947; hereinafter referred to as "Law");

(3) A person who has completed a 16-year program in school education in a foreign country;

(4) A person who has completed a 16-year program in school education in a foreign country by taking, in Japan,
courses in a correspondence program conducted by a school in the foreign country;

(5) A person who, in Japan, has completed a program at an educational institution positioned as having a program
at a foreign university (limited to a program whereby a person who has completed it is deemed to have
completed a 16-year program in school education in the foreign country) in the school education system of the
foreign country and separately designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology;

(6) A person who has been awarded a degree equivalent to a bachelor’s degree by completing a program requiring
three years or more for completion at a foreign university or any other foreign school (limited to a school
whose comprehensive status of educational and research activities, etc., has been evaluated by persons certified
by the foreign government or relevant organizations, or a school separately designated by the Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as equivalent to said school) (including completing the
program by taking, in Japan, courses in a correspondence program conducted by the foreign school, or
completing a program at an educational institution that has been positioned in the school education system of
the foreign country and has received the designation referred to in the preceding item);

(7) A person who has completed, on or after the date specified by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, a specialized course of a special training college (limited to those that satisfy the
standards prescribed by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, such as years
required for completion of course of study of four years or more) or an graduate program (limited to those that
satisfy the standards prescribed by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, such as
ensuring continuity with the education provided in the specific specialized program (meaning the specific
specialized program provided in Article 125-2, paragraph 1 of the Law) of the special training college that
offers said graduate program) that is separately designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology;

(8) A person designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Public Notice of
the Ministry of Education No. 5 of 1953);



(9) A person who has been admitted to a graduate school pursuant to the provisions of Article 102, paragraph 2 of
the Law and has been recognized by the Graduate School as having academic ability suitable for receiving a
graduate school education;

(10) A person who has reached 22 years of age and has been recognized by the Graduate School as having
academic ability equivalent or superior to that of a university graduate through individual admission
qualification screening.

(Early Admission to the First-Stage Program)

Article 8 Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding Article, a person who falls under any of the following
items and is recognized as having acquired the credits prescribed by the Graduate School with excellent results
may be admitted after deliberation by the Faculty Council:

(1) A person who has been enrolled in a university for three years or more;

(2) A person who has completed a 15-year program in school education in a foreign country;

(3) A person who has completed a 15-year program in school education in a foreign country by taking, in Japan,
courses in a correspondence program conducted by a school in the foreign country;

(4) A person who, in Japan, has completed a program at an educational institution positioned as having a program
at a foreign university (limited to a program whereby a person who has completed it is deemed to have
completed a 15-year program in school education in the foreign country) in the school education system of the
foreign country and separately designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology;

(Advance to Further Education)

Acrticle 9 A person who has completed a Master's Program, a First-Stage Program, or a professional degree program
at the Graduate School of Kobe University (hereinafter referred to as the "University™) and wishes to advance to
the Second-Stage Program may be permitted to advance upon selection.

(Qualification for Admission to Second-Stage Program)

Acrticle 10 A person is qualified for admission to a Second-Stage Program of the Graduate School when falling under
any of the following items:

(1) A person who holds a master's degree or a professional degree;

(2) A person who has been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or a professional degree in a foreign
country;

(3) A person who has been awarded a degree equivalent to a master's degree or a professional degree by taking, in
Japan, subjects in a correspondence course conducted by a foreign school;

(4) A person who has been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or a professional degree by
completing, in Japan, a program at an educational institution positioned as having a program at a foreign
graduate school in the school education system of the foreign country and separately designated by the
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology;

(5) A person who has been awarded a degree equivalent to a master's degree by completing a program at the
United Nations University, which was established based on a resolution of the General Assembly of the United
Nations on December 11, 1972, as provided in Article 1, paragraph 2 of the Act on Special Measures
Incidental to Enforcement of the Agreement between the United Nations and Japan regarding the Headquarters
of the United Nations University (Act No. 72 of 1976);



(6) A person who has been recognized as having academic ability equivalent to that of a person with a master’s
degree by completing a curriculum of a foreign school, an educational institution that has received the
designation referred to in item (4), or the United Nations University and passing the equivalent of the
examination and screening provided for in Article 16-2 of the Standards for the Establishment of Graduate
Schools (Ordinance of the Ministry of Education No. 28 of 1974);

(7) A person designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Public Notice of
the Ministry of Education No. 118 of 1989);

(8) A person who has reached 24 years of age and has been recognized by the Graduate School as having
academic ability equivalent or superior to that of a person with a master’s degree or a professional degree

through individual admission qualification screening.

(Methods of Selection)
Article 11 Selection of applicants for admission shall be conducted through academic achievement tests, oral
examinations, and other methods.

(Transfer)
Article 12 When a person who is enrolled in a graduate school of another university wishes to transfer to the
Graduate School, the Dean of the Graduate School may grant permission after deliberation by the Faculty Council.
2 Necessary matters concerning transfer admissions shall be prescribed separately.

(Readmission)

Article 13 When a person who has dropped out of or been removed from the Graduate School applies for
readmission, the Dean of the Graduate School may grant permission after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

2 Necessary matters concerning readmission shall be prescribed separately.

(Methods of Education)

Avrticle 14 Education in the Graduate School shall be conducted through classes in subjects and instruction in the
preparation of degree theses and other matters (hereinafter referred to as "Research Guidance").

2 The classes and Research Guidance set forth in the preceding paragraph may be conducted during evenings or
other specific hours or periods.

(Subjects and Other Matters)

Avrticle 15 The subjects and the number of credits awarded to each subject, etc. at the Graduate School are as listed
in Appended Tables 2 and 3.

2 In addition to the subjects provided in the preceding paragraph, subjects may be established on a temporary basis;
provided, however, that said subjects and the number of credits shall be prescribed at each time of their
establishment.

(Credit Standards)
Acrticle 16 Credits for each subject shall be calculated according to the following standards:
(1) For lectures, one credit shall be granted for 15 hours of class;
(2) For seminars, one credit shall be granted for 15 or 30 hours of class;
(3) For laboratory experiments and practical training, one credit shall be granted for 30 or 45 hours of class;



(Research Supervisor)

Avrticle 17 Faculty members in charge of Research Guidance (hereinafter referred to as "Research Supervisors™) shall
be full-time professors in charge of the Graduate School; provided, however, that when necessary, among full-
time associate professors or lecturers in charge of the Graduate School, those recognized by the Dean of the
Graduate School may be appointed after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

(Enrollment in Subjects)

Avrticle 18 When enrolling in subjects, students must obtain the approval of their Research Supervisor and submit the
required enrollment form to the Dean of the Graduate School at the beginning of the semester.

2 When a student wishes to take subjects offered by another graduate school, the student must obtain the approval of
their Research Supervisor and then obtain the permission of the dean of said graduate school through the Dean of
the Graduate School.

3 When a student enrolled in the First-Stage Program wishes to take subjects offered by a faculty, the student must
obtain the approval of their Research Supervisor and then obtain the permission of the dean of said faculty
through the Dean of the Graduate School.

4 Credits earned for subjects taken pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 2 at another graduate school may be
recognized as credits provided in Article 30, up to a limit of 2 credits, after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

(Taking of Courses at Graduate Schools of Other Universities)

Article 19 Students may take subjects offered by graduate schools of other universities (including foreign
universities; the same applies hereinafter) with whom the Graduate School has signed a cooperative agreement
after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

2 Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, when unavoidable circumstances arise, students may
take subjects offered by graduate schools of foreign universities with whom the Graduate School has not signed
any cooperative agreement after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

3 Credits earned for subjects taken pursuant to the provisions of the preceding 2 paragraphs may be recognized as
credits provided in Article 30, up to a limit of 8 credits for the First-Stage Program and up to a limit of 2 credits
for the Second-Stage Program, after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

4 The preceding 3 paragraphs shall apply mutatis mutandis to cases where a student takes subjects in Japan that are
part of a distance learning program offered by a foreign graduate school, or subjects at an educational institution
that is positioned in the school education system of the foreign country as having a graduate school program and
that is separately designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, or subjects
that are part of the curriculum of the United Nations University.

(Treatment of Credits for Courses Taken at Graduate School of Foreign University during Leave of Absence)

Acrticle 20 Credits earned by a student for subjects taken at a graduate school of a foreign university with whom the
Graduate School has signed a cooperative agreement while on leave of absence may be treated as credits earned
at the Graduate School after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

2 Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding paragraph, when unavoidable circumstances arise, credits earned
by a student for subjects taken at a graduate school of a foreign university with whom the Graduate School has
not signed any cooperative agreement while on leave of absence may be treated as credits earned at the Graduate
School after deliberation by the Faculty Council.



3 Out of those credits that can be treated as earned at the Graduate School pursuant to the provisions of the
preceding 2 paragraphs, up to 8 credits in total with the credits treated as earned at the Graduate School pursuant
to paragraphs 3 and 4 of the preceding Article for the First-Stage Program, and up to 2 credits for the Second-
Stage Program, may be recognized as credits provided in Article 30 after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

(Approval of Credits Attained before Admission to a Graduate School)

Avrticle 21 In accordance with the provisions of Article 75 of the General Rules, the approval of credits attained
before admission shall be determined after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

2 Persons who wish to have previously earned credits approved must submit the necessary documents to the Dean of
the Graduate School by the designated date.

3 Out of the credits approved pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 1, excluding cases of transfer from other
universities and cases of readmission, those earned outside of the University may be approved as credits provided
in Article 30, up to 8 credits for the First-Stage Program and up to 2 credits (provided, however, that the total
shall not exceed 20 credits together with the credits treated as earned at the Graduate School pursuant to the
provisions of Article 19, paragraph 3 and paragraphs 1 and 2 of the preceding Article) for the Second-Stage
Program.

(Research Guidance at Graduate Schools of Other Universities, etc.)

Article 22 Students may receive Research Guidance at a graduate school or research institute, etc. of another
university with whom the Graduate School has signed a cooperative agreement (including foreign research
institutions) after deliberation by the Faculty Council; provided, however, that the period during which said
Research Guidance may be received shall not exceed one year for students in the First-Stage Program and two
years for students in the Second-Stage Program.

2 Notwithstanding the provisions of the proviso to the preceding paragraph, students in the Second-Stage Program
may receive the Research Guidance referred to in the preceding paragraph for more than two years only when
special circumstances are deemed to exist.

(Education Programs)

Avrticle 22-2 An education program shall be established in order to cultivate human resources who conduct research
and development in advanced science and technology fields and can create social and economic value based on
the resulting academic research outcomes (meaning science and technology breakthroughs).

2 Necessary matters concerning the education programs shall be prescribed separately.

(Study Abroad)

Avrticle 23 A student who intends to study abroad at a foreign graduate school or research institution in accordance
with the provisions of Articles 19 and 22 must obtain permission from the Dean of the Graduate School.

2 The period of study abroad pursuant to the provisions of the preceding paragraph will be included in the standard
years required for completion of course of study.

(Leave of Absence)
Acrticle 24 The period of leave of absence shall be within one year; provided, however, that the Dean of the Graduate
School may grant an extension of the leave of absence for an additional period not exceeding one year if there are



deemed to be special circumstances. The same shall apply if an additional extension is sought upon the expiration
of said extended period.

2 The total period of leave of absence shall not exceed two years for students in the First-Stage Program and three
years for students in the Second-Stage Program.

(Awarding of Credits)

Article 25 A designated number of credits shall be granted to students who have taken subjects and passed the
examinations.

2 Examinations may be written examinations, oral examinations, or research reports, etc.

(Research Progress Presentations for the First-Stage Program)

Avrticle 26 The Graduate School shall hold research progress presentations, with students in the First-Stage Program
who have attained the credits prescribed separately serving as presenters.

2 Students in the First-Stage Program may not submit a degree thesis unless they have been certified as having made
a presentation at the research progress presentations.

(Research Progress Presentations and Research Results Presentations for the Second-Stage Program)

Article 27 The Graduate School shall hold research progress presentations, with students in the Second-Stage
Program serving as presenters.

2 The Graduate School shall hold research results presentations, with students in the Second-Stage Program who
have attained the credits prescribed separately serving as presenters.

3 Students in the Second-Stage Program may not submit a degree thesis unless they have been certified as having
made a presentation at the research results presentations.

(Dissertation Review and Final Examination)
Avrticle 28 Dissertation review and final examination shall be governed by the provisions of Kobe University Degree
Regulations (established on April 1, 2004).

(Criteria for Academic Evaluation)
Avrticle 29 The criteria for evaluating academic performance set forth in Article 73-2 of the General Rules shall be
prescribed separately.

(Requirements for Completion of Program)

Avrticle 30 The requirements for completion of the First-Stage Program shall include being enrolled in said program
for two years or more, attaining 32 or more credits from among the subjects provided in Appended Table 2,
receiving necessary Research Guidance, and passing the review of a master's thesis and the final examination;
provided, however, that the period of enroliment in said program may be shortened to one year and six months or
more for a person who has achieved excellent results.

2 If credits that a person has acquired before being admitted to the First-Stage Program pursuant to the provisions of
Acrticle 21 (limited to those the person has acquired after becoming qualified for admission pursuant to Article 7
or 8) are deemed as credits acquired in the First-Stage Program, when it is recognized that the person has partially
completed the curriculum of the First-Stage Program as a result of acquiring said credits, the person may be
deemed to have been enrolled for a period, not exceeding six months, determined by the Graduate School in



consideration of the number of said credits, the period required to acquire them, and other factors; provided,
however, that even in this case, the person shall be enrolled in the First-Stage Program for at least one year and
six months.

3 The requirements for completion of the doctoral program shall include being enrolled in the Second-Stage
Program for three years or more, attaining 10 or more credits from among the subjects provided in Appended
Table 3, receiving necessary Research Guidance, and passing the review of a doctoral thesis and the final
examination; provided, however, that the period of enroliment in said program may be shortened to two years (or,
for a person who has completed a Master's Program, First-Stage Program, or professional degree program with an
enrollment period of less than two years, a total of three years including said enrollment period) or more for a
person who has achieved excellent research results.

4 The recognition of completion of the programs set forth in the preceding 3 paragraphs shall be determined after
deliberation by the Faculty Council.

(Conferment of Degree)
Avrticle 31 A master's degree shall be awarded to a person who has completed the First-Stage Program.
2 A doctor's degree shall be awarded to a person who has completed the doctoral program.
3 When a degree set forth in the preceding 2 paragraphs is awarded, the name of the relevant major field as listed
below shall be appended.
First-Stage Program: Science, Technology and Innovation
Doctoral Program: Science, Technology and Innovation

(Special Auditor)

Article 32 Students from a graduate school of another university with whom the Graduate School has signed a
cooperative agreement who wish to apply to the Graduate School as special auditors shall submit their requests to
the Dean of the Graduate School via their graduate schools as provided for separately.

2 The time of acceptance of special auditors shall be the beginning of the semester in which the subjects they wish to
take are being offered, and the auditing period shall be the period during which said subjects are being offered.

(Special Research Students)

Avrticle 33 Students from a graduate school of another university with whom the Graduate School has signed a
cooperative agreement who wish to receive Research Guidance at the Graduate School as special research
students shall submit their requests to the Dean of the Graduate School via their graduate schools as provided for
separately.

2 The research period for special research students shall not exceed one year; provided, however, that the period may
be renewed when the Dean of the Graduate School deems it necessary after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

(Credited Auditor)

Acrticle 34 When there is a person who wishes to take a specific subject at the Graduate School, the person may be
admitted as a credited auditor after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

2 Necessary matters concerning credited auditors shall be prescribed separately.

(Auditor)



Acrticle 35 When there is a person who wishes to audit a specific subject at the Graduate School, the person may be
admitted as an auditor after deliberation by the Faculty Council.
2 Necessary matters concerning auditors shall be prescribed separately.

(Research Student)
Avrticle 36 When there is a person who wishes to conduct research on a specific specialized subject at the Graduate
School, the person may be admitted as a research student after deliberation by the Faculty Council.
2 Research students shall conduct research under the guidance of faculty members in charge of the Graduate School.
3 Necessary matters concerning research students shall be prescribed separately.

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Article 37 In addition to the provisions in these Rules, necessary matters shall be prescribed by the Dean of the
Graduate School after deliberation by the Faculty Council.

Supplementary Provisions
These Rules shall come into effect on April 1, 2016.

Supplementary Provisions between the original and the latest are omitted.

Supplementary Provisions (May 12, 2026)
These Rules shall come into effect on May 12, 2026, and the provisions of the amended Kobe University Rules
for Graduate School of Science, Technology and Innovation shall apply from April 1, 2026.

Appended Tables 1 to 3 are omitted.



